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Dear Family and Friend



         

              June Newsletter, 2011 

TBLESSA
It’s been an extremely busy month for the Bible Translation Team.
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We are still meeting every Saturday. Some are only able to come in the morning, but the majority come in the afternoons.  We begin each afternoon with Devotionals; every team member is responsible for taking turns leading the group in our time with the Lord.  Devotions are important part of our Saturdays, before we our begin Bible Translation work.

After devotionals we break into groups. Adela is teaching two others “How to Teach Sign Language”. We have our new Teaching Materials ready, now we’re training others to be able to use the material. 
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The other group is working on Bible Translation. Grisel has worked through Genesis 1, 2 and now they are on chapter 3.  It’s nice to be working again. The transition of moving from my house to the church set us back a bit in our work because we really didn’t have a space to work in.  Now we have a space established and are getting back into really working on translation again.
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This group is working on the Signs for the Sign Language Book. This is a long, painstaking process. They first have to take the picture of the sign. Then with Photoshop, they change it to black and white. Then they have to erase all the gray areas. Then they have the final product.  When they’re finished with that part, they send it to me and I’m putting all the signs into a book that we can print. 
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Visitors:  Team Cuba
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A team from Cuba was in El Salvador training in Bible Translation. One of the team members knew some Deaf in Cuba and so we got to share with their team our work. Then she shared how God had touched her heart by seeing our work.  It was a wonderful time together.

 Visitor:  Wycliffe Bible Translator Coordinator for the Americas
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We were also able to share our DEMO DVD with the Coordinator for the Americas, who was in El Salvador for a meeting.  I believe that God touched   his heart and that maybe in the future we will be working together.
Ministry of Education Presentation
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June is the graduation for the Deaf GED Program and TBLESSA was able to have a presentation to show what we are doing.   In this presentation we focused more on our Sign Language Program and our Sign Language Materials we are making.  At the end we did present our DEMO DVD which shows the 1st 7 days of Creation. It took a lot of preparation to get ready for this day.
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Grisel shared with the group. We had a table display for after the presentation for everyone to see the work we’ve done so far.
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Here the young man is videotaping the student workbook we’ve made for the Sign Language Class. Afterwards everyone stopped by the table and wanted a copy of the materials.  We have our work cut out for us.
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Here is a picture of the group of Deaf that attend our church. On average we have about 50 in attendance each Sunday.  The picture to the right is our LONG AWAITED (and still waiting) monitor for the interpreters.  The Deaf Life Group from Va. Beach, Virginia, donated $100 towards getting this about 2 years ago.  I’ve been paying a little each month to help get the amount we needed. We finally have it; however, it’s missing the splitter to make the video connection.  The cost for the splitter here was $220.00, so my cousin ordered it on Amazon for $75.00.  It’s on its way to my parents house and praying that it’ll get there soon, so she can mail it to my friend who’s planning on coming back to El Salvador on the 21st. Otherwise I’ll have to pay shipping and it’ll take a long time to get here and a lot of money to send it. So Pray everyone!

Medical Problems
Over this past year as some of you know I’ve not been feeling quite myself. Symptoms included lots of extreme pain and chronic fatigue.  After going to the doctor he diagnosed me with Fibromyalgia. I was diagnosed with it my first year here, but didn’t believe the doctor because I didn’t have any of the symptoms, so I dismissed the idea. Well I now have all of them (except one), and yes I believe him now. He ordered other test and in my lung x-ray he discovered some spots. That has led to a battery of test to make sure it wasn’t cancer. As of today I’m very grateful to God to say that no cancer has been found.  Wednesday 13th, I go back to the lung doctor to see what the next step is in finding out what these spots are on my lungs.
Praise Reports
· Praise that all the medical reports have come back normal so far
· Praise for all the prayers that have helped me through this difficult time

· Praise that TBLESSA had lots of visitors this month

· Praise that we were finally able to purchase the monitor for the interpreters

· Praise that the church from Puerto Rico is still supporting TBLESSA $50 a month which is just enough to pay for bus fare for the Deaf to be able to come to work

Prayer Request

· Pray for wisdom for the doctor to figure out what the spots are on my lungs
· Pray that the contacts we made last month will not forget us, but that God will place it on their hearts to work alongside of us
· Pray that the splitter gets to my parents in time to send it with my friend so there is not additional shipping charges
· Pray that God richly bless the church in Puerto Rico for its faithful support
· With the economic problems my support has steadily dropped to where last month I was in the red. Please pray that my supporters will be able to continue to support me so that I can stay here and help with the Bible Translation Team.
Blessings, Toni
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